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the same impasse^ just because he is compelled to
treat the Unknowable, to which he refers back all
things, as also the creative force which manifests
itself in all things. And, indeed, the difficulty is one
which is familiar to us in some phases of ordinary
religion, which refers all things to God, and yet is
afraid to speak of any necessity in God's nature to
reveal himself in and to the world, lest such necessity
. should seem to make him dependent on that which
is not himself.

What, however, we have here specially to notice
is that the peculiar torm taken by the philosophy of
Plotinus is due just to its being a kind of summary,
or concentrated expression, of the whole movement of
Greek philosophy. Plotinus represents the universe
as distributed into a series of stages or degrees of
reality, reaching up from matter to God; and in
these different stages we have, as it were in an
abbreviated form, the different stages in the develop-
ment of Greek thought. In particular, we have Id
notice that he reaches his Mysticism not directly bt^t
through a previous Idealism, and we may add, through
a previous Spiritualism. He is first of all an idealist
who, like Plato and Aristotle, maintains the supreme
reality of form as opposed to matter, of the intelligible
essences or principles of things as opposed to the
contingency of their particular manifestations. But
farther, already in Plato and still more distinctly in